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DECISION 



This decision is in response to the papers filed on 27 June 2002 which are 
treated as a petition under 37 CFR 1 .181 to withdraw the holding of abandonment. No 
fee is required. 



BACKGROUND 



On 25 February 2002, applicant submitted papers to enter the national stage of 
PCT/USOO/1 81 26 filed 30 June 2000. No fees were submitted. 

On 10 May 2002, the DO/EO/US mailed a Notification of Abandonment (Form 
PCT/DO/EO/909) for failing to provide the full U.S. Basic National Fee by 20 months 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .494(b)(2). 

On 10 May 2002, applicant filed an executed declaration and fees totaling 
$585.00. 

On 27 June 2002, applicant filed a "Communication Concerning 'Notice of 
Abandonment'" along with a check In the amount of $155.00. 



DISCUSSION 



In the communication filed 27 June 2002, applicant's state that the Notice of 
Abandonment mailed 10 May 2002 may have been sent in error as applicant's attorney 
received no notice as contemplated by 37 CFR 1 .53(f), nor has any period within which 
to file the fee and surcharge been set. 
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The above-captioned application is a national stage of PCT/USOO/18126 filed 
30 June 2000. No demand was filed, as such, the time period to enter the national 
stage in the subject application was twenty months. This period expired at midnight on 
28 February 2002. 

37 CFR 1 .494(b)(2) states that "[t]o avoid abandonment of the application, the 
applicant shall furnish to the United States Patent and Trademark Office not later than 
the expiration of 20 months from the priority date: (2) The basic national fee. The 
20-month time limit may not be extended. 

In this case, applicant failed to provide the basic national fee by twenty months. 
Accordingly, the above-captioned application was properly abandoned on 28 February 
2002 for failure to timely pay the basic national fee. No other notice in a national stage 
application filed under 35 U.S.C. 371 is required. Therefore, the Notification of 
Abandonment (Form PCT/DO/EO/909) filed 10 May 2002 was OQt sent in error. 
It is also noted that the fees filed after 28 February 2002 (on 10 May 2002 and 27 June 
2002) are untimely. 



Applicant's petition to withdraw the holding of abandonment is DISMISSED 
without prejudice. 

The above-captioned application remains ABANDONED . 

If reconsideration on the merits of this petition is desired, a proper response 
must be filed within TWO (2) MONTHS from the mail date of this decision. Applicant 
may also wish to consider to revive the above-captioned application pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.1 37(a) or (b). 

Any further correspondence with respect to this matter deposited with the United 
States Postal Service should be addressed to the Mail Stop PCT, Commissioner for 
Patents, Office of PCT Legal Administration, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 
22313-1450, with the contents of the letter marked to the attention of the Office of PCT 
Legal Administration. 



CONCLUSION 
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